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THE GREAT APATHY 


RHE ‘defeat of the Congress 2m four by-<lections in Maharashtra: has 
Tr understandably eyoked divergeny reactions in different political 
parties, Ihe CPI is elated ay the viciory of Chairman Dange’s daughtes 
in Bombay Central parliamentary constituency; its joy seems to be shared 
by the progressives in the Congress who regard rhe defeat of the Jana 
Sangh in the constituency as of greater import than their own party's 
lefeat. The Congress Presideny has said something whose plain meaning 
geems yO be. that his,party was defeated because of an impression thai 76 
had forged an alliance with the Shiv Sena which iz had not. Nerdher 
Rajni Patel nor Bal Thackeray bears him out; and reports of who 
supported ithe Congress for what remain uncontradicted, Who takes 
the Gongreéss President seriously, though? The Prime Mimister alon¢ 
speaks for the party, and she has prophesied tha, the Maharashtra 
eults will mop affec, the Uttar Pradesh election’. Suspicious cock- 
sureness, The Jana Sangh is conyinced that) the Indira wave is out and 
in. antCongress wave is in; so a glorious future waits for the Sangh, 
The CPM which supported the CPI in Bombay Central withou, with= 
drawing the charge of tailism against the CPI is looking forward joa 
jefu and democratic front, tmeluding the CPI and excluding the 
Congress, 

Congress minds are naturally exercised over (he rfasons for the 
defeat. Various explanations have been offered; the only explanation 
that one misses is that ‘the poll was taken im the four constituencies on 
a day which wag inauspicious for the Congress. The mos, popular 
theory is that the ruling party has been reprimanded the Bombay Central 
for its unprincipled alliance with the Shiv Sena. The Congress has 
never been a stickler for principles, and its alliances have always been 
forged with an eye lo vote-catching, The latest of :ts alliances i5 the 
agreement on division of seats in the Pondicherry Assembly elections in 
which. i, has teamed up with the Congress(O) against, among other 
parties, the CPI -with which 1 i, seeking am electoral understanding in§ 
Uttar Pradesh and Orissa.” If yhe unprincipled alliance with che Shiv 
Sena’ was the reason for the Congres, debacle in Bombay Central, the 
ruling party would nar have been defeated in Ranitek Parliamentary 
constituency or jin Sawantwadi and Sangola Assembly constituencies. 
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The false cry has been raised mere- 
ly to diver, attention from the real 
reason of the défegt which is the 
ahsalute faflure of the Congress to 
ensure the ‘bare necessities of Tife 
at reasonable prices and its brazen 
indifference to the consequent hard 
ship to the people. 

The Maharasittra by-elections, 
however morale-hoostaig for the 
Opposition parties, carry a lesson 
for them also. Candidaites of four 
different non-Congress jparties ‘have 
been returned from ag many 
triuencies, though the options were 
The emergence of 
the Jana Sangh as the second party 


con 


nor so limited, 
in Bombay Central is also a pointer 
The people are disgusted with the 
Coneress and determined to throw 
it out; buy they do not have an al- 
ternative in sight. Their anger is 
heme dissipated through negative 
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voting; itis not being given a posi- 
tive onentation for whidh the Op 
position parties ' themselves are to 
blame, The extraordinarily low 
polling in Bombay Central cannot 
be ascribed solely to the poll boy 
cou. called ‘by the Dali Panther 
whose ‘nfluence is limited to the 
Scheduled Castes. Many more peo 
ple have refrained from voting he- 
cause they saw no point in voting 
for payties in which they have ne 
confidence. The bulk of the voters 
im Bombe¢y Central belong wtb ,this 
By their abstention they 
have demonstrated their loss of faith 
in partics 


calegory, 
that promise to bring 
them 
mentary 


succor through the parlia 
game based on elections. 
The debate over how and why he 
minority votes were spkq is hypocri- 
tical in the of this 
apathy, 


CoOntexy great 


Merely Political ! 


Mr Siddhartha Ray has begun a 
war aguinsy the psychology of short. 
ages. Evidently, he does not believe 
that jhe country is suffering from 
an acute bout! of shortages, artificial, 
engineered of genuine; as he sces it, 
the country is suffering from an jllu- 
sion of shortages, and therefore all 
that is needed is an extensive 
the Government will 
not tolerate the psychology. I, does 
not matter whether rice is procured 
or not; the \rhing thar is of jmrport- 
ance *s (he announcement that there 
will be dehoarding—an, annonndae- 
mem we have been hearing for the 
last: formight. We will perhaps be 
told in a few days not to speak of 
shortages any more. 

Bur how long can such clowning 
go on? The jute workers of the 
State, in spite of yheir allegiance to 
the Congress, have joined hamdls with 
their leftist-affiliated and 
are on strike since January 14. The 
industry signed an agreemen; with 
the obliging trade unions, which to 
their utter surprise find ¢he suppor- 
ters paying no heed to rheir counsel. 
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After ascribing the revol: first to 
a supposed communications gap, the 
industry and therefore the Govern- 
ment have mow dubbed the = strike 
‘palitical’, 

And what is political ig of cours¢ 
harmful! Politics, ils bad, mischievous 
—wher it is exercised by the unob- 
liging opposition. In the rceeent past 
many a révolt was scotched by sim- 
ply leading people to think thar the 
revolt was political, that is masfer- 
minded by the Jeftists—for example, 
the agitation against the bus fare 
rse. The loco strike, the LIC strike, 
the IA strike—these were and are all 
politikal! According to this reck- 
oning, the grievances which are eco- 
nomic may have some logic behind 
them bur political demands are anti- 
national and anti-social. According 
to this logic, politics and economics 
are vwo categories. Thyis logic does 
nor recognise the facti tha, politics 
is the reflection of an cconomic sys- 
tem and thar no politics can stand 
withou, the economic background. 
Mr Siddharilhha Ray who sees short- 
ages through the prism of Wroters 


Building, may have hisa 
phy and ~herelore fails i 
why the jute workers haw 
Such failure is not néw a 

In a way, the Sideharth ' 
right. Politics has of comm 
sine TOO in (hel 
talk of (poliitcs—politic. aa 
racy Those who know 
are shortages, who huve aia 
er (Oo remove the shortages 
all, the present shortages 
clal—and yet would not, jig 
ting out ¢heir own poliigyy 
the political power 19 willl 
would nor have been able i 
Look 
legislative “ti 
who are making money throw 
In spite of Mrs Gandhg 
no, yet In a socinlisy Sig ce] 
and where only economic @ 
politics acquires. priority, Ami 
Congresswallas can use. :heit 
with impunity, why should qi 
tics of others be  considenaim 
social? 

That is nat to say, how 
the jute workers are now ia 
tical bautle. Buy the weal 
must be theirs as ‘well halo 
has to take command if they a 
regain dignity not m @ J 
sphere but for the workers 
country as a 


commmanel. 


suckers a¢ they are. 
ministers and 
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whole. 


Esso Bows Out 


It's all very fine thar anothe 
del of foreign capital has now 
to the onward march of India 
And Inchans mii 
feel proud and happy that i 
own as much as 74 per conegRe 
the American oil company Wilt 
all yhese years, right under thei 
ermnment’s nose, ' wits Kakitig r 
millions and millions of pra 
of the country. More importal 
must now shed all their lurkin 
highly obnoxious suspicion 
authorities were nor doing Gi 
to meet their requirement, Gf} 
cloth, salt baby food, bitter) 
Unless. the Gove 


list ecomomy. 
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Hie Aout the welfare of the 
Dy would not have certainly 
Bh Pao by buying up 74 per 
iis shates which, in fact, it 
men pressured yo sell as New 
ilias intensified the crunch. So 
Dilek Pradesh and other State 
a arid, anyone having the 
Hoult about the populist 
Wiles of tlie men and women 
the country should fee! 
ul assured phay his future is 
i iispeccably swoialis, hands. 
Hite such «as Whether Esso 
i have further come down or 
mie i could have been nationa- 
Mowttigh; must not be allowed 
fa from the historical move 
im How been taken. Jus, think 
a Government that can do 
Pa thing to jhe mighty Esso— 
saver 74 per cent of it now and 
i ware to a twtal takeover 
years Fence—must be able to 
wo) Gur own tycoons, Noy LO 
Bh vil the petty blackmurketeers 
eases and jotedars, even with- 
falling an eyelid. So we must 
r hike patience. If in the mean- 
r wme people die of Starvation 
@ inalnatrition—and hardly any- 
fids a job, tha; cannot be 
mM The great millennium is 
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md dhink of Esso’, magnanimity 
ft could feel thar the Indian 

iio Wants Want if must cease to 
Rn entively foreign entity and ;hat 
dso conform tw the ground 
Maybe it could sense = that 

mer it delays the deal, the 
its bargaining power becomes. 

lt ¢ould feel chat it srood very 
Beane of expanding its refin- 
city and that the fabulous 

y i was making from the sale 
Mined petroleum products. was 
fing under threat. But chese are 
; important. What *s, ts the 
now taken 
ihe grea, fun it was to be in the 
s, And so this is the time 
Indin—and leave India in 
Certainly rhe other two 
) oil companies will also not 
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Congress Trade Unions 


The (Congréss in-fghlting! on 1s 
trade union fron; shay been causing 
erear dmage to the sick economy of 
West Bengal. The INTUC chief, 
Mr P, C. Bhagwati, ay a meeting 
with the West Bengal Chief Minis- 
ter recently, disclosed thay 24 work 
ers and grade unionists killed 
and 79,000 workers lost wages ior 
dinting the 
inter-umilion 
the Congress factions. 
major industrial 
lock-out! over Rs. 47 
production was lost during the same 
Mr Bhagwali’s figures, 
are 


were 


271 days last one yeal 


because of fights among 
Besides, 


declared a 


seven 
LIMits 
and crores of 
period 

anything, likely to err on the 
sesides, he has nog re- 
effects of ithe 


in-fiehtine in 


side. 
ferred to certain othe) 
fallouy 
the rade 


low 


Congress 
For example, he 
has mentioned the ma- 
terial and political, whch em 
players, particularly the 
are reaping from this. 
ers lin West Bengal 
stopped makine new 
for development. Many of them are 
fleecing thew 
proht which shey invest tn 
lucrative “projects” Inter-union 
fierhits Congress 
are generally intense ‘in 
The employers encourags 
the in-fighting yo declare closure on 
the plea that their units are 
Then big subsidies 
from the Governmeny for heir re 
habilitation. ‘The also 
employers © delay or 
he workers’ «le- 


from 
unions. 
nor profits, 
the 
big OLS, 
Factory own- 
have generally 
investicnts 
factories for quick 
more 
among ‘the faction 
INOs| suich 


factories. 


“sick” 
they wangle 
‘n-fighving is 
used by the 
avoid acceptance of 
mands. Another ¢ffecy has been th 
recruitment of  aiti-socials in the 
industrial units. For example, 
Goneress faction forced a factory in 
Durgapur to recruit 200 of 
poters, In reply, the 
pushed in about an equal numbet 
of its supporters im a neighbouring 
factory. Most of these mewn 
raw, political Koodlums. Being po- 
litical recruits they protected 
and were under Mo compulsion 10 
qualify for their jobs and wen, on 


oe 


its sup- 


rival faction 


were 


wertTe 


For shortage of news- 
print we are skipping 
the February 2 issue of 
Frontier, Our next 
issue, therefore, will be 
that of February 9. 


their 
much ta the 


drawing wages without adding 
output. AD 
situation developed 
State Electricity 
number of re 
pushed in by the rival 
the Congress-doninated 
INTUG.. Mr Bhagwati 
has not computed whe political and 
econamic 


factories’ 
similar 
in the West Bengal 


alms! 


Board where a large 


crust were 
faations of 
trade union, 
losses. following from 


these and similar other aspects ‘of 


the Congress i-fighting. The worst 
that 


refusing 


pant of it ts senior Congress 


leaders arc to squarely face 
this avoiding a 
hope thay they 
their seaty of power 
rival factions. 
egging on the 


Some are 
coofrontation. im ithe 


danger 


could remain ™ 
by balancing the 
Others. are simply 
factions: When Mr ‘Bhagwati te 
quested the State Chief 
influence to discipline 
Lakshmi Kanto Bose faction 

has sey up the NLCC as 
the INTUC, the Chief 

reported (o have 
chief ba 


Minister to 

the 
winch 
a rival 66 
Minister 75 
advised the INTUC 
disband h% State Com- 
and in its place form jan 
commiliiee including repre 
both the INTUCG and 
NLCG. jt is reported that L. KE. 
Rose his getting 
open’ encouragement tn yheir {ac- 
from per- 
on than one of the aCcTre- 
taries of the ATCC. All attempts 
the Jasr one and half years 
in unily the warring Congress TU 
facttons in West Bengal ended in 
smoke and if the current happen: 
ings in the State are any indicawon, 
the in-fighting will be further aggra- 
resulting in more  sertoug 
‘taenant 


use his 


mittee 
acLhoc 
sentatives of 
and group 
no less a 
general 


tional activities 


curing 


vated 
damage to the already eco- 


nomy of the State. 
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View from Delhi 


Rig One, Rig All 


From A Pourrical 
ERHAPS the Prime Minister 
was well advised, om the basis 
of authentic intelligenge ‘reports, 
not to visit Bombay the daly after 
the “protey, poll" which cosy the 
ruling party all the four contests jn 
Maharashtra. If anything, she would 
have had to go from the airpor; to 
town by helicopter as Mr Robert 
McNamara once had to do im Cai- 
citta or Mrs Gandhi herself had ta 
do in West Bengal. The fact that 
she had to abandon her meeting in 
Nagpur on January 2 and could not 
visit Bombay to plan Iends credence 
to reports 'that she had been advised 
to drastically curtail her tours aut. 
sidé Ulitar Pradesh for the time be- 
ing and to rely as much ay possible 
on the whirley berd, avoiding sur- 
face transport. This is something 
she did not know of, even ar the 
heighe of anti<Congressism in 1967, 
The by-election jpointers are un- 
mistakable. Pravda might see the 
defeat of righ; reaction in Bombay 
Central-North where the Congress 
was pushed to the third place and 
the CPI won. In the Pravda eye- 
view cyeryome except Mrs Rosa Desh- 
pande a reactionary becawase the 
Congress had allied with the Shiv 
Sena dlandestiinely or openly. But 
in Nagpur, the CPI candidate lost 
his deposit and the Congress trailed 
by 1,57,000-odd votes; against a Ma- 
havidharba separatist! candidate. 
Begining  wiith Mr Madhu 
Limaye's victory in Banka the pat- 
tern has been clear. Multiplicity 
of catididaties agains, the 
had hardly given the Congress the 
usual advamtake. The voters have 
always decided as to who is the po- 
tential winner against the Congress 
and polarised votes ‘in his fayour. 
Sabarkantha, Mhow, Bombay, Nag- 
pur (Ramtek), Swantwadi—all have 
ihe to offer. I is al. 


Congress 


same lesson 


CORRESPONDENT 


most always a negative vote swell- 
ing the support the potential winner 
already has. The multiplier might 
no, operate in Mrs Gandhi's favour 
in Uitvar Pradesh or Orissa this time. 
Less than 30 per ceny of the polled 
votes, the chances are that the mul- 
Uiplier would operate against the 
Congress which means it will eer a 
smaller proportion of seats in rela- 
lion to the proportion. of yotes it 
polls, 

Orissa has ;perhaps been written 
off but bow does ome win the Uttar 
Pradesh elections for Mrs Gandhi? 
New Delhi *% ‘thick with reports 
that wizard who managed the West 
Bengal poll in 1972 {a retired police 
official) has been puy in charge of 
the job.in Uttar Pradesh and Orissa. 
"Unless Mrs Gandhi ip sure of win- 
fing Uttar Pradesh, she would 
have décided on the poll”, % the 
fatalistic remark hears in New 
Delhi these days. The mystique in- 
cludes the unreasoned belief thar the 
Congress will win it come what may. 
Irrespective of the yotes polled ? 

The CPI’s Bombay victory wave 
it a new leverage when the Uttar 
Pradesh finalised 
and the party could wresy 25 
in the deal, The bogey of a right 
Littar Pradesh is 
ing conjured up by the CPI for the 
consumption of the. fatthfulg inside 
this ts a clear sign of nervous- 

Uttar Pradesh, ‘the CPT also 
says, Is the social and political base 
of right reaction. So phe Congress 
has to be strengthened. 

In its preoccwpation with U'ttar 
Pradesh, everything else seems lo 
have been sbelyd by ‘the Govern- 
ment leadership. The food siltua- 
ition 4s deterioraliing despite ‘a 
bumper kharif harvest) and ‘the 
bounty of Sovie; loan wheat rotting 
umeleared at the ports, The 
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wave of industrial unrest, et 
the public sector undertakings 
ly, is beimg met with a jou 
There seems to be a differen 
policy. ‘Anything involv 
public sector would be pig 
ruthlessly, If it is the priviie 
tor, a little manoeuvrability Wi 
allowed to the trade. union 
Mr K. V. Raghunatha Reddy 
emerged as the patron sain op 
and all though he was told 
about the ‘Indian Airlines tm 
and Air Marshal Lal had 
hand ‘to try his rough line. 

The lock-out weapon would 
used with effect whenever 7% 
sqctor undertaking would Ai 
trouble, according to observereie 
There is a clear pattern al 
again. 

The Home Ministry is Gi 
sudden jnteres, tn the food 
hlem because law and order 
mudh to do with empty slat 
Mr Dikshit has been away fone 
spotlight for quite some timely 
Dr S. D. Sharma does nor Gil 
sinister Opposition congpiracgayel! 
unrest, A WMeple’s 

The cha | 


against the Opposition Jack ereill 


mile 


hind the wave of 
approach is evident | 
ke 
Itty these days and i; is always gl 

to le the Central Reserve Bal 
handle things for rhe State Wer 

The wave Of 
turbances had been predictetl 


the 


ments present 


Government had been 
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election mext month was 
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‘4 
rest of the country cannov BO 


lowed no extend ,o Ulttar Pra 
and Orissa and rout in a Stated 
Uttar Pradesh would mean thee 
lapse of the shaky Congress #0¥% 
Bihar and Madly 


I; could be worse, a -7uti 


ments in 


desh. 


drive wowards new authoritarian 


at the Cen'tre. 
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-rakings mimamgladesh And The Coming Crisis—I oii ie wes “deme in aw 


1a tough Tif . pute for its own mills. Now net 
a differential PisToRicus only is there a sufficient supply to 
involing thy run Calcutta area mills at full 
be pay maticle Was writterr on the In India it is now imperative for capacity tnd on triple shifts but 
he private Gaeere of what will either be a progressive forces; to awaken to deve- India this year will export 500,000 


rability will’ mw 6k backdown" in lopments in Bangladesh. The events bales of te. New Delhi's 


‘ 


union lend ke On December 30 a: the of 1971 caught too many off guard claim of a large bumper crop is 
ha Reddy 9 rly to be held in Dacca and the results of the ensuing dis- not generally believed in Dacca, 


on sony Oe 17S ihe fatiyo Samaj- array still linger not only in the jute exports make up 839% olf 


was (Old 0a Dal (]SPD—The National prisons of West Bengal and other Bangladesh’s foreign exchange earn 
\ivlines troubl Se Party) called for demons- States, buy “ the ‘political impo- ings, With this export-earner go 
u had a Meany guctags, and strikes against tence of the present period. ing out through Calcutta instead of 
) line Awuni Leamie Government The crucial question being ask- through Chalna and Chttagong 


q 7 : : ° 
on would Te un 100,000 people attended ed by aniti-Awami League elements ports, the responsibility for lack of 
‘never a pill Peratin moecting. Janudry 20 in Bangladesh is what action will foreign exchanges and for shortages 
vould run 2m iimatk the beoinning of the India take Sf where is an armed up- in Bangladesh markets is being Jaid 


observers ittmmmmmnt Already beleaguered by surge agains: the Awami League re- at the fee, of India 

patter) to th in oh armed attacks arainst gime. Cam New Delhi afford or al- Rice is another item, <A confi 
muipests by \ underground low a potentially hostile (party dential UN study in (Dacca claims 

istry is feand assasingtions of leading establish itself in state power in thar in the period following inde 


the food ' a Leaguers, Mujib's Govern Daicea ? If such a sotuation cleve- pendence more than 50% of the 
wl ordey Hi How faced with an above ‘lops or if a new civil wat breaks ricé crop in the border dstribye of 


omy stontaeh prrty (JSD) calling fer out, how much can opposition to the Rangpur and Dinajpur were smug- 
away from Ghebied Hsurrection. Congress party within India be re- pled across. the border. UN food. 
some time HRABEAeale December 30 meeting JSD's lied upon to check: any tnterven- prains had go be shipped into the 
ocs Ot CUED declared that January 20 tions impulses from New Delhi? districts to make up for “food short 
conspiracies BER te marked by a massive peo. In this regard the current move ages’. Rice which sold ar 40 taka 
nrest, A We ! "Plesisttgyce Day”. However, of anti-Indian sentimen, in Bangla- @ maund jin 1971 ‘nm Dacca now sells 


The chenuary Wahe Government in- desh must be correctly interpreted. at 140 taka. While prices may have 
on’ lack ered Pete 144 anc banned all mee-e The explanations emanating from doubled on Calcutta’s black market, 
: is always Di procession for twenity-one official circles amiss the trend as the increase has been three to four 
Reserve Polig hit was a direcy challenge to nething more than zealous stirring times in Dacea, Again India ts re- 


ic Slate goverh W by ihe Awami League, Major up of communal feelings. Aernative- ceiving the blame wih some good 
t Wave Of Mim jalil, President of JSD, res- ly “collaborationist® or “pro-Pakis- reason, 

' wih his own ullimatum. tani” remnants are ‘dentified with But to sav Gndia is solely respons 
Meovernment, he satd, had 90 ‘the dincrease. Both posiilions, how sible for the current situation would 
ma which pO revoke the order. ever, ignore a number of concrete be to draw too simple a picture. ‘A 
the msn generale ee wm of writing that is factors major reason for the rapid deterio- 


predicted nd 


had been (i 


| was ji) Lt fe things stand. There are also ration in the position of the Awami 
iew of Conmn al a large number of Raksh Smuggling League is the identification of many 
’ ‘ im wid Ganeladesh Army units Smuggling has become ‘big busi- of its figures in smuggling and 

unres; 1 men il Dacca to begin patrols. ness along the entire Indo-Bangla- other corrupre operations Mujib's 

cannot be al mhaive already started their in- desh border Lhe main commod* brother, Sheik Nayer, is reliably re 


» Ufttar Pradesh at qidoning operations in th ies going out of Bangladesh appear ported to be a main operator in the 
Pw seakteh for yeapons and to be jie and rice. The official Khulna sector. Too many fortunes 
feats. (That catch-all phrase exchange rate between the rupee have been made overnighs by 
the non-Awami League ‘section and the taka is one to one, but in “Mujibisr®’ ¢o make the | fourth 
COMETOSS 0 VETRRE MME’) the border areas one rupee com- pillar of “MujSbism™ (socialism) 
1 Madhya SiMEMO nes few days will tell whe. mands two takas. This creates enor- sound very conyineing. 

mY it JSD goes ahead wih mous price differentials in the bor A final note may be added to the 


ina State Ti 
i mean the 


worse, i OES 


Ty the “Resistance Day" meet. der areas with the dominant draw- problem of the illegal border trade. 

authoritay Tan aii WW does, i; will confrony the ing power in favour of India Vhe distinetion between official and 
armed power of “Mujibbad”. Officials in Dacca some weeks ago illegal trade is a difference thay 5 

january 20, 199 fooe nor, matters will have only were a bi hard pressed to explain difficult to clearly demarcate. One 


[ pontpaned. how India had suddenly become a criterion would be to identify com- 
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modities which are bene purchased 
at Official rates ‘of 
change—meaning at the rate of one 
taka to one rupee, 
along the border, there is no way 
to measure this form of 
However, it can be safely said that 


monetary ex 
Given condi tions 
exchange, 


trade taking Place at the official rate 
of exchange is nor 
pertion 

Another aspect of the black mar- 
Ket rate of exchange Wetween the 
s thay a Jarge inflow 


very high pro- 


two currencies 
Of raw jute and other items from 
Bangladesh would pend to drive up 
the value of the taka relative to the 
Whar, then & 
valwe down at ‘such a low level? 
{Approximately two taka for one 


rupee. Holding its 


rapee.) The answer is phe current 
transfer of capital from Baneladesh 
This 


Sources, The affluent section of the 


comes from two principal 
fangladesh middle class has now 
atlopted the 
Calcutta to «do its 


practice of coming to 
shopping for 
durable goods. The ‘sqcond and 
probably most important elemerit ts 
the current transfer of funds by 
“nouveau riche’ elements im parti- 
cular into’ forelon bank accounts 
In late Necember the Dacca daily 
Tttefaq 
tha, Radio Australia had broadcast 
a report alleging thay 


Published an item  saydig 





some unspaci 
hed leaders of Banglddesh had de 
potited $320 million dollars in 
Within. a week both 

High Commission 





foreien! banks. 
thie -AuWtraktan 
and Radio Nus'raia denied that 
any such 
esi, However, whar is polit}yas 


report had beer broacd- 


hnipdrtane.37s tha the report was 
Dacca, 
The purported $320 million figure 
is undonbiedly wpe high a figure. 
On the other hand, 
real one is, ‘¢ is Mop_ a small amount 


widely acented ax truth in 


whatever lhe 


A new erouping, formerly not a 
sinificamt elémenis im the 
bourgeoisie of Easy Bengal, has fon 


the momen, achreyed a politically 


dominant [position, “There is a cha 


Taoteristc of merchany, caitallism 
im its behay:our, Its economic prac- 
tice is based in smueguling, black- 
marketing, anid speculation} It lis 
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increasingly coming into confliq, not 
only with the labourig classes whose 
declining condition it is responsible 
for, but also with more traditional 
This latter group, 


business circle. 
which is rooted more in what may 
be called ‘productive capital’, is on 
the pelitieal “outs’ af present jin 
Dacca. It feel that rhe “untrained, 
the uneducated, and petty opportu- 
nists” are in the real control of the 
(as apposed to theoretical 
attempt- 
ed ‘plannings’ in’ the current situa- 
and are thereby ruinmeg the 
They fear this can, only 


economy 


control of the economy, Le. 


tion) 
country, 


EDUCATION AND 
POLITICS IN INDIA 


Studies in Organization, 
Society, and Policy 


edited by 
S.H. & LI. RUDOLPH 


By exploring the relationship 
between educational and political 
systems, this study focuses on 
policy problems of vital importance, 
opens up new fields and methods 
of inquiry, and contributes to our 
knowledge of education. politics 
and sociology. 


In Part 1. the Rudolphs detail the 
historical and contemporary back- 
ground of Indian education. Part // 
examines the interaction of parti 
cular primary and secondary insti 
tutions with their social and 
political environments. 


Large Demy 8vo. 480 pp Rs 30 


wake 
IOF OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 


Bombay 


+* Delhi 


threaten rheir-own clam) 
the long man, — 
Bangladesh may be Goal 
a major upsurge t 
take a ‘right’ or “Tet Kim 
yet clear. Jy +s also armen 
stand the roles. foreign ig 
iplaying and: will play | 
lar India, the USSR. anil 
India’s 


must be 


, 
‘ 













Whothies © 
















has queen only partially 


this section, 
will be examined in @ 


These other ¢ 


m a future instalment 


LANGUAGE CONFLIC¢ 


Januaty i 


AND NATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 


Group Politics and National 
Language Policy in india 
JYOTIRINDRA DAS GUPTA 
The first systematic study Of lan 
guage conflict in a developing 
society and of its consequent 
for the integrational processes 
nation-building 


LEON TROTSKY 
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Notes towards 2 Biography 
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‘Trotsky's On Lenin had becomaamay on th 
more or less a lost’ book, NGWMiEne qith 


it has been presented in an agg 
rate and complete English transi 
tion with useful annotations BY 
Tamara Deutscher, Hindusany 


times 


Caicutta 


Madras 
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The Dalit Panthers 
he eve 
a 4 Seems, A CORRESPONDENT 


ti] Wo uneh 4 . 
oOwend Davapace of two weeks the 


in partie mamduléd castes im Central Bom- 
’ hu! lil a full taste of the In- 
ae posi foe of democracy, firs: in the 
treated teed = violence against them 
r questi the opem connivance of the 
da gud, then, in the’ election 
palening where the political 
me itchiding the CPI 
MM), aged = them to 

ty sane democratic ‘.syster 
moy fall apart, Apparently the 
§ tefused to be raken jn by 

parties, at least on. ‘this occa 
ems the poor poll turn-our shows, 
fently, this has harmed the rul- 
patty’: rheir 
Wap cin be attributed mainly to 
Senor, The soaring prices did 

rest. 

Whe iicidents in Bombay 

Tis two weeks ha've 

He Indian political 
mies. «ly shows clearly that the 


d the 


water 


ind the 


vote 


interest most, 


“LICT 


during 
revealed 


system 
onal 


a F 
A i Filing class has attamed some 

Oo maturity in dealing with 
dy of lan- , = “a Dia te ; 
sloping mares; it can single out the 
quences ie of its Potential danger and 


it at will, Om January 2 this 
pwhen the left parties called for 
Matarashtra bandh, the Govern- 
paced with measured indul- 
mee. “Though 
this were 
the State. active opposition was 
mon the cards. Buy ig was differ- 
ook, Now wih the Dali; Panthers—a mil> 


N ne ane Biermanisation of the 
ish tr — ; . 
sn rane Prampaigning for the 


ion ful “ahaa x= ; 
Rs 104 January ) the Dalk Panthers 

ae ay Worls in Central Bom. 

mee dirupted and their leader 

Tile, wis arrested, Ageriey 

s Me the Dalit Panthers organised a 
pees lon % \protesy the 

Mr excesses Or January 10, The 
tos Won was lath\chareed and in 

Premitane confusion on Panther 

aul =Ramji Jadhay—was 


cesses OF 
ARs 


elaborate police 


} 


made  through- 


rane 


phy 
1 become 


S¢ he duled 


bovcot- 


Bs arains! 


Newspapers, generally faith- 


ue 


YW the 


police, made it clear 


iRY¥ 


NRY 26, 1974 


thiat the was 


peaceful throughout, 


enolgh procession 


Reportine on 


the incleny The Times of India has 

















this to say: 
“The march 

Chowk at Nargaum 

til) it the 


when were 


Deorukhkar 
peaceful 


junction 


from 
Was 
Pare! 
hurled 
Panthers 


their leaders. 


reached 
stones from 


buildings on the and the 
four of 
said beal 
mercilessly, ‘This re- 
porter saw the police dragging some 
of the Panthers ‘to 


some were held by two police- 


~olice arrested 


police 


I 
Eye-witness 


uD 
i 
the youths 
the van by their 
hai 
men while the other constables beat 
them with Jathts.” 
Till date the Dali, 


orgunisation of ne 


Panthers is a 
n 


~~ Bud- 


fedecling 


dhists with no political 
Their activities have been confined 


the 


programme. 


to veolent criticism ‘pf present 


caste-ridden, exploitative system and 


’ t , 
tote stands for 


rejection of all it 
Naturally su’ch Yntrasigence 
the 
ed in their sharp reactron to 
Dalit Panthers" anti-poll 
Compared to this, what happenet 
the Maharashtra 
January 2 
ignore the earlier Bombay bandh on 
December 18 called by 


Sena against 


aettt les 
this was reflect 
the 


agitation. 


anthorities and 


during 
appears lame. 
the Shiv 


alleced 


vrainst 


to provest the 
by the Kannadigas 


Belgaum 


attrrocives 
the Maharashtrians in 
With Sainiks, 
the Congress, hunting ou, the viola- 
the 


The situation 


the Shiv blessed by 


tors bandh success was foretold 


However, some- 


was, 


what differen, in the left-sponsored 


bandh Jannary 2, ay least so jt 
thousht to be 
come was hardly different. 

TE = traffic 
attendance in offices is the index of 
bandh, then ‘the left 


coneratulate themselves 


on 


wis Sup the ou 


dislocation or non 
a successful 
parties can 
what they achieved on that day 
To a 


can be 


for 
Or 
leadership a strike 


was it so? competent 
a sharp 
as was shown 


the 


insurrectionary weapon 


by the Bolsheviks in pre-revolit- 


tionary Russia or by the Chinese in 
Shanghai in the 1920s. Im the 
of the lefy 


ever, it has been reduced +o a harm 


hans 


Incltan lexdershin, how 


the . 


of clashes 


less thar the 
ruling class hag accepted as an inte- 
Maha- 
rashtra this was clearly evident a 


instrument of protes 


eral part cof the system. In 
the Jast bandh. In the meeting, prior 
day the opposibon 
raised oa) corcerted 


the 


to the bandh 


leaclers yolce 


noainst failings of the 


rovernment 


present 
and complained about 


the maltreatment that their purties 
1 
ls 


suffered at the hands of she govern 

None ol 
could put forward any viable polit 
tical tell the people 
of the ultimate aim of such a bandh, 
Thett 


trates 


them, however, 


alternative or 


demands concen. 

like 
Even 
Bombay 


charter of 


only on economic issues 
rising prices or better rations. 
of ch 
réleguied to a 
allowed to be 


spbte oF 


sent strugplie 


workers Was 


minor position and 


forgotien quretls But ant 


wll these, the strike was a Success 


which was a tribute to the people's 


the 


sponlancotigs outburse agairss 
ruling party 


Unlike 
the 


the bandh im July, it 3 
rising antli-vovernmeny, 


the State 


serti- 
thas 
Government 


ment throuchour de. 
terred the Star 
thwarting this bandh 


Panthers’ agitation 


from 
But che Dalit 
clirect 
threat to the system which the gow 


po rs u 


take lving down 


january. Id 


eriment Cannot 


1074 


Statement 


A statement issned by the Associa. 
Defence of Dem@aécratc 
says : 


Jatuary 


tion for 
Rights, 
Since 


Bombay city 


Bombay, 
5, 1974, 
witnessed a 
violent incidénts, the 
principal victims of which have been 
members of the DalM Panthers, ag 
of scheduled castes, On 
January 5 a meeting xalled by the 
Dali; Panthers at Ambedkar Maidan 
in Worl altacked stones, 
following which) the police made a 


Saturday, 
has series 


and 


Orgatlisalion 


was wilh 
lathicharge on the participants in 
the meeting and arrested 19 persons, 
including Raja Dhale, Daliy¢ Panther 
leader and Marathi The 
next day there was daylong violence 
predominantly scheduled 
BDD chawls, close ro the venue 


writer, 


in the 


CASE 


7 





Seeeportant leaders and followed ‘% 


of the previous day's meeting. News. 
paper reports suggest thar the police 
behaved in a partisan manner, beat- 
ing wp and arresting a large number 
of scheduled ‘ caste persons, while 
laking virtually no action against 
those hurling stones al the schedul- 
ecl castes, Worse, at least one news- 
paper report has charged the police 
with actually throwing stones at the 
scheduled caste tenements, 

By Monday evening the 
of scheduled caste injured was near- 
ly 200 and of those artested well 
over 100. Bur the wors, attack on 
the Dalit Panthers Came on Thurs- 
day, January 10, when rhey organts- 
ed) a procession to protes; against 
the partisan attitude of the police. 
Though the procession’ was attack- 
ed with stones at numerous points, 
the Dalit Panthers 
restrained the proces- 
retalistiny—ull the 
im- 
up 
Eye-witness 


number 


the leaders of. 
su cessfully 
sions from 


police urrested the four most 


with a lathi-charge. 
accounts suggest thar the police beat 
up the Dalit 5 mercilessly. 
According to the reporter of the 
Times of India, the police dragged 
Panthers to the 
others were held 


youths 


the police 
van by their hair; 
by policemen while other constables 
bea; them with lathis, Some of the 
youths were hit with rifle bntts as 
the policemen rained abusés on 
them. Before the procession was 
finally broken up, Bhagwat Jadhav, 
* Dalit Panther youth, had been 
Kile and some 40 injured and an. 
other 100 arrested. 

The determination’ of the police 
to put down the Dali: Panthers, 
Wivich went far beyond the require- 


some of 


ments of maintenance of law = and 
order, was also _ reflected in their 
action in rearresting, Raja Dhale 
Immediately after he had been re- 


leased on bail on court orders on 
January 10. Meanwhile, the clashes 
at BDD chawls are continuing. 
Official spokesmen lose no oppor- 
tunity (o affirm the Government's 
concern atrocitses committed 
agains; the scheduled castes by the 
upper castes and its determination 


overt 
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to pur an end to them. But the 
events of che last week in Bombay 
city show that the Government's 
sympathy and solicitousness for the 
scheduled castes ate available only 
so long as they meekly accep: their 
exploited status; once Ahey begin 
to organise themselves to fight ex- 
ploitation the full force of the Gov. 
ernment’s repressive powkrs is 
turned against phem. 

According to the 
Statistics, 
atrocities on scheduled castes 
from an average jof 177 ‘per 
month in 1971 to 199 per month 


Union Home 
Ministry's Own cases of 
the 


Toe 


in 1972 and 231 per month m the 
first eight months of 1973, These 
are very partial statistics; they re- 


late to only six of the 21 States and 
refer to reported cases only which 
are a small fraction of the actual 
number of cases of atrocities on the 
The increase in 
the incidence of violence directed 
agains, them, indicated by these 
figures, can hardly strenothen the 
confidence * ‘the 


scheduled castes, 


scheduled castes’ 
Gavernment’s willingness and ability 
them. In the circum- 
recourse lel; to 


themselves 


to protect 
stances, the only 
organise 

what 


them is 10 
politically, “Chis is the Dali 
Panthers are ‘trying to do. If the 
Government ifs expres- 
sions Of concern for the plight of 
scheduled the efforts of 
the Dalit Panthers should 
its support and encouragement jin- 
stead of being met with «police re- 


is sincere in 
the castes, 
receive 


pression. 
The Assaciation for 
Democratic Rights demands Ahar 
(1), The ;|Gevernment tlake steps 
immed*ately to remove the atimos- 


Defence of 


phere of terror againsy the scheduled 
castes in general, and the Dalit Pan- 
thers ‘in particular, created by the 
events of the last week by taking 
action against those, policemen and 
others, responsible for the aiitacks 
on the Daly Panthers, 

(2) The Government 
the charges against! the Dalit Panthers 
arrested on trivial and flimsy grounds 
—particularly Raja Dhale, Namdeo 
Dhasal, Bhai Sangare, J. V. Pawar 


withdraw 
















and Latif Khauk—and ihe 
leased forthwuh. 

(3) The Governmengy feq 
democratic rights of the TARE 
thers to freely function aa 
cal organisation, 

(4) The Government Tima 
order a judicial enquiry 
week's clashes and vidlemy iif 
espdcially into the alleged pal 
behaviour of the police, 

January 7 


The Wretched Of int 


S. ANAND 


of brutal a6 
o! = the = c.umiloucha ley 
India’s villages are [SOO 
more and more frequent. “Kor 
most trivial reasons, and Gye a5)" 
no reason whatsoever, Mens 
folk are tortured and ¢heip wat 
raped by Hindus of the appeng 
with the connivance— and U3 
active  assistanceaai 
local police, Not gyen ate 
children spared—42 Hanijan 


ps5! ANCES 












cases the 
















women und children were thi er 
alive by the mirasdars (landloniipinat 
of the village of Kilvanmani ix'! 
Tamil Nadu.on Clhitistmas byic 
1968. The eigh; landlords pers 
were implicated in this horrid hii: | 


crime were absolved of all res |» 
and woquittedy cles ¥ite ‘overwitiah tiv: 
























ing evidence to the contain A 
releasing the murasdars. the mee aENO 
High Court judges commenteliiyayc: 
they found it difficult to § (pn 
thar such rich  mitrasdars, ong Mu: 
whom even owned a car, wouldaan 
sonally commit such a TeMaieein 
crime. “They would be more” po 
ly t@ play safe, unlike despergi mi 
hungry labourers’’ (sic). i 
would rather expect thar che mi fol! 
‘dars, keeping ‘themslves (in th Ha 
backeround, would send thei on 
varite fo commir; the several off iti 
(sic), th 

Even in our towns and cil " 
untouchables are rreated mom di th 






cably. The sweepers, the ‘scavenm 
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ned they rr | my their members. Despite thingy’ (about the loppresive influ. a burial ground’. The Vedas were 
a acapures Of . Yewistation ce of caste on Indian society), nor to be reaied im his presenat 
lent nese maeey our bourseoy, Parlia. “Caste is an institution of prodtgi- No advice was to be given him, 208 


fae r 
the Daligiiimband despite official statements o 


ug strength and it will take a lot the remnants of ‘offerings to’ gods, 

ion 25 2 he contraty from our socalled of beating before it will die’? He was to wear vhe discarded pours 
1 gic goverment’, then lot While the untouchables are sup- ments of other case and iar ‘the 

ent) inmmeds Hypeoved very jittle, Wf at ali, posed to exist only outside the caste food left over from ther meals The 
iquiry inte r ibe fentusics. To understand system, there is strong reason to be- Shudra was to be denied contact with 
ioleny pene BF posiyion in the society of to- lieve thar they are the Shudras_ the holy laws of the Hindus and he 


ileged part WH would be necessary to delve a referred to in ancient texts4 In the was not allowed to do penance of 
{ce “eto ithe social (philosophy of 
anuary 12) , 


Rigveda isdélf, they are mentioned practise meditation. Even “virtuous” 
, Only once The Shudras represented Rama is said to have killed » Shidra 
ne maim features of Hindu éo domestic sttvants approximating who was practising austeritie: The 

miled fy the philosophy of very nearly ,o the position of slaves. great Buddha exhorted a person to 


ite ure: The Shudra ts described as ‘the ser- ‘cas: off his father if he either socrh 
nd Ad are J - ; 3 
1 Segmental division. of ‘society vant of another’ to be ‘expelled at ficed with the money gives by 4a 


SHiemarciy. 3. Restrictions on feed- will In later ‘dic literature he Shudra or officiated ay a sacrifice ih 
ND eam social intercourse. 4. Civil is described as being of dark colour a Shudra's abode. It is mentioned 

1 frehigeicuss disabilities and privi- —the firs: strone connotatron ot iw the Mahabharata thay the Shira 
rutal crealaia mae tie dillcren; sections. 5. Lack racialism, Vedic texts are ascribed could have ne absolute property 
ouchables ieee «= chidkee of occwpa- the ‘fair-pigmented’ Aryans, and because his wealth was biable too he 
re hecon mG, Restrictions, on marriage, ence it is likely that the Shudras expropriated by his master at will 
jucat. Raa el Al! ie iportam literary accounts came from amongst: the darker Dra- On the false_image mas peaple have 


and ever ig meets of caste centre around the vyician races, rewarding the casteless image of Buck 
r, their + semi vers of Findy society—Brahmin, The four matin caStes are very dhism, Prof, Ghurve comments! 
d their were Viva, Vawhya and Shudra, Tn y exclus units, but the up- “..4n the matter ol caste-restridtipns 
he upper call Rigveda, ihe fira three castes arc wy w downward movemen, of in- the preachings and actions of Budellia 
— and in wi menily mentioned. The Brah- dividuals from one caste to another had only a general liberalizing effect”, 
istance—uof 7 band Kshatriyas were = represen- “as. not iitogether prechuded.* “He (the Buddha} does no; seem 10 
ven ore iw wes cu ihe priests and warriors While the first three varnas (or cas have started with the idea of abolt- 
Harijan Tf memively, It is only Jater~ that es) jhave been recognised insofar shitig caste distinction, or do his ac 
i were > i meni is mude to four castes or as téligious and ritualistic life ys tions, as described in the Jatuka ste. 
is” (landlord ie trom the mouth, arms, concerned, the Shudra has been sys- ries. demonstrale an wtter indiffgr 
Clvanmani 7 ieeonnt feet of the creator—th¢ tematically debarred from following ence to ithe accident of bitths 


iistmas Tigh tow implictiion to draw fromthe the religious practices of the Aryans. much less do they: evince ary 
ancdlards hi 
his horrenida wal statis and importance of the dered ro be the two importan;: orders late [caste.’ The Shudra was truly 


of the body being the hierar- Brahmins and Kshatriyas were consi- consctous effort to armibi- 


of all eha cs mmive cisie {1.6 Brahmin, Kshat- of Hindu society. The Vaisltya was treated as the scum of phe earth, He 
ite ‘owerwilnel m fyaliva and Shudra). spoke ag ‘the taxable group was to Trecelve: severe punishment Gf 
contrary, Hi Deane aio stands for a certain member and the Shudnas (totally he had the dheeck to assume a post 
is the Miageaanmn of evitural homegenedty’= excluded from any purview and de- tion of equality with the twvice-borm 
ommented (ie aMuy & wnajority of Indians nied all justice. The duties of the man. One caught committing adal- 


it toe hel ny Peduslins: indus, Christians and\ firse three castes have been elaborated tery with women of ‘the firs; three 


isdars, one fens do mot comsitler caste to be im Vedic literature but the Shudra_ castes was slated for capital puntsly 


ar, would jai we, Cave 6 deeply entrenched was left much to hamself at least as ment or burnt alive. Brahmins; 
ch = heii ve political and social life A far as his internal affairs were con- Kshatrivas and Vaishyas were barred 
be more [GRR at the State legisiewures and cerned, The Brahmins, Kshatriyas from travelling in the company of 
ke despen; ie | © shows the principle of and Vaishyas are called ‘dvijas’ Shudras as the latter were thought 
(sic), “On fon for each caste being (iwice-horn) because they go throw- {o jmpart pollution by contact. 
thay ghe st feed, In Staies like Bihar, U.P. och an initiation ceremony symbolic 
ostlves yin thie Baryina, Karnataka and Tamil Nada of rebirth. This ‘privilege’ was de- “Harijans” 
end their ieauils even sub<castes and minor pied phe Shudra who ig called ‘eka- The British started the ‘policy of 
‘everal offence Gale fighting jo be represented in’ jai" .(ondd-born) giving special privileges and prefer- 
‘g i uimeries. It is obvious ‘that ¢ is revealing to note the way ences to backward classes buy this 
and otiex fh Bemciiizons and laws are worse Shudras have been regarded by ven- superficial attempt ito combap the 
ed més; devi ih, welis as they lead us to be- erated sases and in Hindu myhology. ostracisation they were subjected to 
the Sauvenger that we are really doing some- Vasistha declared the Shudra no be did not meét with much sieceas. 
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Western contac, did not successfully 
tackie old ideas about untouchability. 
The problem of eradicating untouch- 
ability from Indian was 
made a national one by Gandhi. The 


society 


Unimuchables were given a new name 
(children 
position even higher 


—Hiarijans of god)—and 
elevated 


than thar of rhe Brahmins, even if only 


10. a 


in mame. Buy to caste Hindus a Shu- 
not acceptalle 
the 


classes, ground down 


tlra by any was 
As Prof Ghurvye puts it,? 
(untouchable) 


tracbtsors, 


name 


have 
number 


nop yet 
of 


men who can organize them to take 


by ugetong 
prodiced a sufficient 


care f thei rights by public agita- 


lion”. Education (buy noz as visu- 
alised by the upper classes and not 
as existing in India today) of the de- 
preted the 


betterment of their Jot, But ‘poverty 


classes. ‘is essential to 
and established practice conspire to 


Un- 
prevalent in 


make them shun education’, 


rouchability ts widely 
villages yhongh nor practised to rhe 
where 


haye 


centres 
the exigencies of life 
foreed caste Hindus to change their 
themselves, 


sume desree in urban 


moxtern 
and reconcile 
reluctantly, as 
the 


with 


aftitudes 


he 
urrtouchables, 


necessary 


howeves 
oontiuct 
tlustrialization 
heterogeneity 
life, bas helped to reduce inter-caste’ 
But one of the ill-effects of 


with 
concomitant 
urban 


the 
and habits of 
tension. 
adult has 
then ‘the 
things being equal, prefers to vote 


to ‘str eng 


other 


franchise been 


caste’ as villager, 


for his casteman’.2 This is amply 


borne our by an analysis of uhe elec. 


t‘ons in Inclia for constituecies other 


than those aj urban centres, 


Constitution of India 


The 


evibes certain safeguards «+o improve 


pr S- 
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a! 


- 
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the fot of the discriminated classes 
(including tribes). 
from such assurafices on paper that 
‘casté is on its last legs’ is wholly er- 
roneous. Even ‘educated, urbanized 
and Westernized Indians who might 
proclaim so practise rites and habits 
are 


respective 


sur to conclude 


which manflestations jof their 
If 


be said 
evidenced 


castes, 
can 


is 


anything, caste 
to have 
the 
increase 1n number of banks, hostels 


consciousness 


increased, as by 


socieres, sdhodls and scholarships, 


etc, catering to one ‘particular caste 


or even sub-caste. Some castes are 


fighting hard to be classified as “back- 
ward’ in an effort to secure special 
privileges. The developmen, pragram 
in rural areas have imyariably 
of the 


also rhe 


mes 
helped the wealthier 

rural populace who 
dominant castes in the region. Caste 
1S a 
the ‘selection of candidates to posts, 
their efficiency 
being less important”? 


section 
are 


important consideration ‘mn 


and. in promotion, 

The leaders of the dominany castes 
are quick to grab at economic and 
political opportunities but are very 
conservalive socially. “They 
interest 2n keeping the Hari. 
jans backward"? as the untoughables 


have a 
vested 
constittule an importan; source ol 
Their 
ment will deprive the caste Hindus 
of thei and also constitute 


a threat 1o the dominance of rhe up- 


cheap slave labour, advance- 


services 


per castes, The condition of Har*jan 
farm 
Anti-Harijan sentiments are strong- 
est, in villages and aittempts by the 
untouchables ¢0 exercise their coristi 
have Jed to brutal 
by caste Hindus. 
Many of the jobs, school and col- 
lege seats, scholarships and free 
studentships ‘reserved flor backward 
(called scheduled 
offi- 


of 


labourers is akin to serfdom. 


tutional rights 


attacks on them 


{castes and tribes 
scheduled 
cialese) haye gone to 
dominant Hindu castes. 

The caste system thrives in a feu- 
dal, static economy with mini 
mal occupational and spatial mobi- 
lity, The s{tuation in our villages 
is yery nearly ideal for *t, existence 
and propagation, The measures le- 


castes and tribes in 


members 


gislated by the Governmenpa 
duce inequality are fill of [oom 
and insincere, "Good mils 
alone are not enough’? Theil 
upper—and middle—chsa im INT? 
service to egalitarianism. Ther By 
tudes are fundamentally net 
list, bourgeois and hierarchinias 

Prof M, N. Srinivas faire 
occurrence of fichiting ands 
blood’ between untouchable 
Hindus, in the effort ® 
former ito gain, equallity ollniR 
opportunities and statis qi 
as guaranteed by ihe 

He 
most prophetically one would 


ald, * 


are 


of 


caste 


latter 


tution. further ¢a 


the general public will 


awaken ro the issues when [el 


and bloodshed odcur.” “Tamm 


then hat the jssues which arin 
currently discussed by socio 
and social workers will be digg 
everywhere, in streets, teashopeal 
The 


caste members are increasingly aim 


verandahs.” dichard a 


ing to ‘overt agreemen; and Soe 


sabotage’ to deny the untowohgila 

a better life. 
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Social Change in Moder Tre 
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Review of he ‘revelations’ of Mullick, The them efforilessly, “Truth, like Mur. 















Tee tg } ‘Forward Policy’ stands condemned der, will presumably be always outs 
loophal Th 1972 W: by ifs most adlive exponent, though bt a bit of burrowing for 4, would 
inten ans ine ta ar perhaps unwittingly. The face that undoubtedly izid in its emergence, 
he India as late as June 1962, ar the Geneva especially when ruth is sought to be 
$ pay Ii HAS CHINA WAR Conference on Laos, there was a real concealed by atich cunning perpe- 
Pherae ») Neville Maxwell possibility of preventing the border trators of falschood as the Intlian 
\CO-co Tae Publications, Bombay. hostilities, and in Chou Enfai’s ruling classes Che deviousness of 
hial Bilieee! Kdition, 1975 Price: words, ‘there must have beén some (Nehru and hhis  advisers— tiling 
csees= Ti Ks, 10.00 external cause for this (ie, Krishna Panchasheel and sending provocative 

sheddi : Menon's failure 1o pursue the matter border sorties, our own Desi verson 
lubies ED lt comparatively inexpensive on his return to Delhi from Geneva), of Talk Softly Buy Carry A Big 
rts of wh : Paperback edition oF Maxwell's -niust be, as Maxwell states, due to Stick—ts also most cOnvincinely and 
of; my Pe bow WM0k 8 to be welcomed. the illusions of impending military brilliantly brough: our by Maxwell 
be ae sail (his, one feels like glory nourished by Nehru and his and the postscript offers addtional 
he CONST i series of caveats, The advisers. evidence of this deviousness, evicdenet 


ommenie ilies hay undoulttedly @ll-served Bur the ‘external causes’ could also culled from Mallick’s accoun; of his 
wd ea nore While the main body of be that by-the-then-visible cracks in years with Nehru. 

Mipapervack edition is only ‘offset the ‘communist monolith’ might Of late, in fact for some -yeats 
BP from the plates of the hard- have embdldened Nehru and his’ now, the Indian ruling classes lave 
en fightin fin @ reduced, eye-straining advisers to take a belligeren; stand, been making all kinds of love noises; 
lt is on fa the Pos; Script’ (so thus, no douby hoping (art least) for Soyiet as ir were, all directed towards 
mie Lis of Contents’) scems to neutrality in the eveny of a Sino- China 

Shien so cusually composed and Indian conflict Nehru and his ad. Diplomatic moves and etiquette 


tc will oul 


| are bea 


ocjologiiiiit r—the pagination of this part visers were not aware how fortunate are no doub, very elaborate and 
Ciscisseeiananized—thyt one wonders they were; for while maintaining slow: bat at the same Gime instead 
shops i Meemuthor should at all be held a seemingly neutral position in the of recognizing the  consistertey of 
rd up * nite for it. Buy with all the early stages of the conflict and in- Chine s¢ foreign policy aims and at- 
i Deeeeions caused by the misprints deed in the period thar immediately titudes (perfectly clear im the con 
‘ngly resent mencMsen types, the posicript followed the conflict, the Soviet text of Marxism-Leninism-Mio Ps 
and cove Daonuenully rewarding little Union moved to a ‘neutral in fayour tune Thought), the Indian reling¢ 
touchab ie une and it ‘ubstanifally ‘adds of India’ position. Now, more than classes havi beew . alternating he 
ih fallit and wse af the original a decade later, the ‘freezing’ of the between clapping 


their hands in joy 
SinoIindian boundary question has, beausé Mao smiled and shook hands 
} irom soine revealing tidbits been at last partially due to this ~ with the ‘Indjan Charge d' Affaires, 


bativ Buine attempts of the GOT to unexpected, then greatly cherished and wringing their hands in agony 
ies ‘On melita suppress and finally be» but now being seen as not so won- becaure China refuses to recognize 
os Bile simificance of the or’ginal derful at all, Soviet ‘endorsement Bangladesh. Rather like a ‘respect 
We posteript surveys, all too of India’s stand wy the Sino-Indian able’ person who fs desperately eager 

India ihe ageounts of the 1962 border dispute. to be bad, the Indtan ruline classes 
N. Srint Swoiuen by some of the civilian What has Maxwell's book yo teach arc facine the terrible problem ol 
is@) Piiuury participants thay have us? No doubt it has some lessons pot seeming to be too forward, not 
: Ot ed since the first publication for phe ruling classes. From a pure- wanting to be taken to be too frigid 
idern Indie ih hook, These ure phe accounts ly non-ideological’ point of view, Bur after all, phe whole world now 


par, Palit, Kan) and Mullick. Maxwell has stripped the Indian off- knows that iy was not China hat 
mriy rewarding ate Maxwell's cial version of all its mendacittes forced phe wonflict: and while thet 
moments om Milllick’s work; and and hypocrisies, though he seems at *% certainly no, even a suggestion on 
' Tait of Nehrir thay emerges the same rime fo be an admirer of the part of China tha; India would 


(Univer 


Pa Mullickh’s account is especially a system which made the prevarica- approach ip in sackcloth and usties, 

rotieeliy inite sharp foctts by Maxwell, tions necessary. No doubr this stand a certaim amount’ of objective self 

Mploritlly Speaking, Maxwell of Maxwell would be perfectly un- introspection, without pau eae 

1, Be iminises Portions of Mullick’s derstandable to a West-orenled letian attstidinisations, is udowkt 
portions boa; which the lat liberal democrat. But even the West- ly called for, It is precisely becnuse 

ooh bern covly teicent. ‘The oriented liberal democrats have their we are  incapa of this kind of 

Si eiticisn (Maxwell's) of the uses; they have the capacity (o re- genuine sellintrospection and: crité 

WU Policy xeceives adidgtional cognize in the ruling classes their cism, because of our perfervid cone 

Des ty were, sv the analysis own “mage, and are able to ‘spot’ viction of our own total moral supe 


ARY 26, 1074 11 
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a Pa nc. eens. 


riority to everybody else in the world 
—our ofher siiperiorities, like the 
superiority of our political 
social ‘organizations, philosophy etc., 
all naturally follow 
Sumption of moral 
—that are 
a dialogue’ with China. This. moral 


system, 


from this  as- 
superiority 
we unable to ‘start 
arvopance of Nehri wnt his advisers 
is mos, convine'ngly brought our in 
Maxwell's book; 
how this moral arrogance has, uf any- 
thing, ‘nity hag in- 
eed atrophied our political stance 
One enlateed 
eclitten was after 
Soviey Treaty of 1971; 
there jis hardly any meénticn of 
Lhe postscript, The fact (hat 
Indian reconciliation ha, been made 


the poster ypt shows 


intensified and 
This 
the 


last word 
Inde 


yet, 


out 
and 
it in 
Sono- 
more difficul: than. ever as a Conse- 
is recognized 
by evervbody, including the Indian 
ruling classes. Ont that 
Maxwell had dealt with Uns aspeci 
and IT hope that 
of the beok will 
nop merely the Post Script’ 
more presentable bur wall 
interlinks between 


quence of this treaty 


wishe ‘ 


in ‘his postscript } 
n future edition 
mak: 
include 
wh andlvsis of he 
Sine-Indian, Sitio 

Soviet relationships 
M: & 


Soviet aud ‘indo 


PRABHAKAR 


Ghasiram Kotwal 


KS 


HIS drama by Vijay Tendulkar 
(13th January, ATFACS Hall, 

New Delhi) is something of an event 
in the capital. Nop thay 4, hag set the 
Nothing does these 
But 


Yantuna alire. 
days. Not in this capital. 


inust be 


one 


thankful for small mercies 
in the face of rhe pervasive philisti- 
niarn that charucterizes Delhi. When 
Other heater here are busy 
with 
horse Tlay, it 1s 


of Abhiyan 
episode 


OT OUU ps 
come banalities. and prusrent 
indeed 
ol afl 


bearing 


courageous 


to have taken 


from our history 
contem- 


the 


joo uncomfortably on tlre 
porary In 


play destroys the popular myth about 


scene, the process 


12 
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ol mini-heros, Nana Phad.- 


niavis. 


one Our 


Nang 
symbolized 


Poona, administered by on 


behalf ‘of 
the corruptions of a decadent society 
Brahmins, greedy 


the Peshwa, 
in a lurid style. 
and demoralized, muttely 
their homes desecrated and 
lured. Nana’s lechery was insatiable 
hy 


willnessed 


wives 


concubmes 
were far his 
which were Poona 
evoaned under an ignominious heap 
of aime; corruption and ‘tyranmy. 
Nana was lucky to have fixed on his 
Kotwal (Depuly S.P.) 
goat who was torn ¢o pieces, the irate 


wives and several 
as fuel for 
demonic 


too lew yas- 


sions 


as the scape- 


Brahmins having thus settled scores 
with an upstart who had humiliated 
and harmed them, as if frenziedly. 
Much 
finale, 


th's 
(by 
branding) of a (by 
strangling) of a nurse, and of Lalita 
Gauri, the daughter of Ghasiram Kot 

Chasi is a bloody male version 
Thackeray's Becky Sharp—both 
‘nnocents caught in the coils of 2 
The people once again 
miss recognizing and destroying their 
Nana, who contenues as 
lite of debauchery, 
resumes merry-go- 
Tivs does not de- 


else happens beore 
the death 


Brahmin, and 


including 


wal. 
ol 


cruel world, 
real 


encmy, 


ever with bis 


and Poona its 


round callously. 
tracy from the significance of Ghast- 
he symbolizes 


the 


ram's nemesis in that 


the tryannous arm ol govern 


ment of Peshwas, «more correctly, 
Nana, but. 
Sutradhar, played with ‘superb 
aplomb by Vinod Nath Pal, is both 
Tivesias Sanjay, 
commentator and 
He is the running 
His posse 
exploited ‘well, renders others 
on the stage into his puppets. He 
sufferer How 
smali besides him appear Nana and 
Ghasi Kotwal, 
& master. 
Acting credits are’ due to the whole 
Yet Shankar Suhail as the 
lecherous Nana, and ‘the girls play- 
ing Gulubj and Nurse, deserve spe 
Moitra ax a 


It 48 peoples’ victory, 


arid the observ- 


eT, participant 


besides, thread 


throughout. and versati- 


lity 


Is a and activisy; too, 


Mannequins besixle 


tearm. 


special mention. Sami 


Kotwal is adequaile but meedy a 


streamline, particniarly iy 
Ghasimwmy 
Nana looked 
investing the v 
inscrutable Mepliisijal 
ivresiaultle L 


nuficiatiorn 
lapse before 
abrupt, 
some 
quality which 1s 
wilful 


The 


Lavan was sed Wai 
ing effect. Parts of a thymine 
ed in chorus had the i ui} 
gpell, How ‘Ram Kresiina Hail 
ak times be Wsoul 
eveacent Of many 
mixture shmill 
with Tabae 
bhajans heightened the stifle 
sordikiness ME 
support. Si 


refrain could 
was 


The 


thumri and dadra 


as sature 


Casions 


hypocrisy and 


graye 


competent i 
tion im feet movemen~ was 7mei 
One example aa 
slogans yan stalx; ER A® 
BAQT SAB ZENANA. 
Meaningful drama, aw 
produced, Rajendravatl) iy Ge 
acquitted himself with cincinet 
A small point) of caution, Why 
it necessary 19 adopt a dinleet (fir 
bhasha) instead of standard Tit 
for pranslation ? Some South Ti i 
the audfence wo ‘ieres 


and. selective. 


friends 1m 
A pertinent question the prod 
must which is  somitwh 
of a flaw detracting from (heat 
socially AL 
in 2 
fheatre 


consider, 


wist gripping amd 


cious Play, which gave 
time imaginative 


wholesome drama 


Not Much Different 


MRIGANKA SEKHAR RA¥ 
N the assessment of any OFae 
creation, it is always dem 

to judge the «hing in totality 
swayed by the honey 
he boldness of aleiim 


' 


not to be 
tention, 01 
two elements hardly a 
the ultima a 


iz 
Bunt 


for these 


er ink measuring 


achievement. his 3s Whe 


Our averare 
a Hinds film 


son DE 


ever they review 


comes with the falmtest 
of difference 
; a og i. 
like anvthing and often che cgi 


JANUARY 2658 


film e@itees err Wii 


> se 
fens! 
_ filer 
raha sf 
“genre 
spons 
fem are 
bit) hat 
eas, Lut 
, comp 
merce 
ke ahe 
ofite 
pechierits 
d; 
Hiself 
7. t 1s 
prt to 
miliar 
sity, 


nd ow 
tious 
Hession 
peausc 
doe: 
farcis. 
By the 
tr, thi 


LOW 


Met 


The film is ovetpia 
a 


For 












through (he maxyuerade 
I, ig true that some 
from the Bombay com- 


in (hae = 
moray ; = 









np 
tie 






























‘ Ce Gay (L am Jeaving out 
histophel are Of off-bear cinema, mostly 
istible aa Pyonaied « avaiteddre = type 

Mate outside the usual trade 


DP hive tried to hatch some new 


1 vndly 
mote mostly that’s a half-heart- 


hywine re 5 
ncaa mmipromise between art and 
1a Hare Ment, an ingenious formula to 


esr of both worlds. True 
Men dicsard the routine in- 


be as Bit 


1) Tn Ss Parcs 

iniuly of Hindi cinema such as 
h Tule ; dances, fights etc, buy that 
starknesell Ri, nO positive virtue. The 
ess, MUM What ultimately they pur- 
ort. | See Me expres? There we see the 


Hiches, the gross sentimen- 
© Oe overdramatised  situa- 
Sit fay the old stuff again un- 
a gurb of superficial polish. 


wos fad in “an 
mple of Th 
Hill NANA 


mrasterhaliaaaaur critics mistake these pre- 
ly ts. een lu duds for real creative ex. 
distinction mom It harms the film-maker, 


me lured by hay easy prestige 
m not try for better stan- 
This is whay ha, happened 


m. Wy a8 
dialeet (Bia : 
ndard Fibre i 
file cares Of Achanak and Sarda- 


















South DTyeiii uda. 
ce wondeal the iWo mos, over-rated Hindi 
he prodie OL receny, crimes. 

$ sormewhy lier all what is. Achanak? Just 
om che OF idramatic tale of a cuckolded 
cially gana, at Othello type army offi- 


io kills his wife and her boy 
Mand then goes to the gallows, 
# Gim’s onstruction through aj 
Pot flashback pieces is clumsy, 
wwii and offen-irritating. The 


e in i Ton 
heatre 


n ngle is weakly drawn and the 
iffe rent # between the hero}, triumph 
ie military exploits and his 

AR Ray ie deleat on the home fron; has 


if 
vays desirahig 


\RY 28) 













ine Of with any dramatic im- 
| The hero undergoes an ape- 


mm it a hospital and there an- 


any gee at 


totality, antl 






he hoes, Ti 

‘ss of abterat ontier contact 
hardly b 

ultiniate. gia mle’s Book House 
this is. WH f 

cy er whet Siiwasi Patel Street, 

1) fil Wiel _ : 

st Senybiainiz ee House, 

is over a 4 

en the ae ’ 
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other drama develops from his re- 
lationships with the members of the 
staff, which is totally unconvincing. 
The director has not included any 
song in the film, nor are there rolling- 
eved villains chasing the heroine, 
but as has: been said before, those 
negative. qualities cam never 
up for the absence of ‘positive artis- 
nie 


make 


merits, 

Saudagar deals with a more chal- 
lenging material and makes a com- 
plete hash of it. The film is based 
on a Bengali shor, story, has failed 
to retain the aubtle, lyrical mood of 
the original which is a tender por- 
trayal of human frailties. The dir- 
ector % clearly ou, of his wits 
grappling with the theme and his 
documentation of — the 
characters and locale lack authenti- 
The Muslim \peasany commu- 
nity of south Bengal as depicted in 
this film looks hopelessly unreal like 
a ¢dhunk of Bombay film colony 
erafted on to Bengal village. The 
tense tiriangle between the peasant! 
hero and his two wives, one a home- 
the other a love-bird 
more sensitive handling 
the emotional jintenstty ol 
characterisation is nowhere felt 
While maintaining a facade of res- 
pectabifty and restraint, the film 
has all the run-of-the-mill situations 
in a Hindi film. The hero follows 
the singing heroine, only this time 
it is not the Marine Drive, or Juhu 
Beach or snow-clad Kashmir, but 
the marshy paddy-fields of South 
Bengal in a village-hut, Snstead of 
in a posh nightclub, Just a clever 
camouflage, that’s all and the entire 
film gives one the impression that 
the Bombay stars are just perform- 
ing a fancy dress ball in peasant 
costumes. 

Mercfully the Bengali film 
Epar-Opar has no artistic preten- 
sions and openly professes to be a 
box-office sop. It fails to click for 
an abject amateurishness im all as 
pects of film-making. The hero, a 
jail-breaker, meets the heroine, a 
churchsinger, in the habit of mak- 
ing fhe sien of the cross at odd mo- 
ments ‘and Ipreaching sermons of 


objective 


city. 


ly sore and 
demands 


ard 





Christian piety. A scri¢s of Mash- 
bal:ks unfolds the hero's past, the- 
oft-told tale of good-turned-bad, a 
concoction of tear-jerking senitimen- 
tality. The finale. is pure stock, the 
villain’s retribution through. death 


and the hero’s redenyption throug 
police handouffs and the ending 
comes as a relief to all. 


Birla Academy 
Exhibition 
SANDIp SARKAR 


TE seventh annual exhibition af 
the Academy of Art and Cub 


ture had works thar were good) 
bad and indifferent. Yet we are 
told that selection of the exhibits 


was in the hands entirely of judges 
who are all honourable men bul 
whether they did this work conype- 
tently is a different question altoge 
ther, With a little reservation, how- 
ever, one micht endorse awards of 
Rs, 1000/ 
Four other artists were given ceértif- 


each given to four arriats, 


cates of merit. 

Out of the 183 works (of painting. 
sculpture, graphidy and collage) 
selected, 83 did nor have the meérit 
to be shown at this ‘exhibinon, 
Mediocrity prevailed and spoilt one’s 
appetite for things, better. Like a 
Hindi film there were moments of 
high drama ‘nterpersed with banal 
episodes and some attempts at comic 
relief. 

Even where artists )vert: ‘serious, 
and let us say honest, there were 
works thar had no relevance to the 
present-day Indian scene. Some 
were even worse, for they gramaced 
in the mirror to approximate certain 
Western models to the cotal bewilder- 
ment of the viewer. 

Ganesh Pyne’s agqwards winning 
“The Reluctant Pedlar” done in 
tempera and jnk was different. The 
pedlar, with his basket ig rong 
through weary deserted streets and a 
street dog is seen watching him. The 
atmosphere morbid as 


whole is 


is 








— gg 


Siti aa ie 


Ganesh vies to » identify swith ithe 
pediars fot, éndicalting that a crea- 
tive urlitc has to reluctantly sell his 
painting. The dog is there as he 
wis on the way 1o ‘mahaprasthana’, 
a this moment he does nor lead but 
is nonchalamt. The colours are lumi- 
nious although soft and muld. The 
whole thing is rather decorative and 
there is a greeting card clement im in, 
Manu Parekh’s award-winning 
“Growth” is. extremely, disturb‘ne. 
Parekh seems to climb on Wop of 
the viewer's, head, breaks; open the 
skull and = starts taking out every 
thing. His yellows, greens, blues and 
blacks, multiple built-in perspectives 
with figures, ,raingles, rectangles 
agnd round shapes injcrease the velo 
city to bombard the viewer with sa 
vage fury. There 43 a sort of skill but 
essentially it is & mon-arit 
Why he should be given 
heyond comprehension. 
To my mind the  jatdges seemed 
to have neglected Sunil! Das. His 
lite carivas M47 cm. & 147 cam. has 
shown what w skilful artist he & 
In “bite of traits of 
the total impact ts quite charming, 
ne can feel his hands, mind and 
body were physically involved in’ the 
work. Robin Mondal's primitive wo- 
mien seems repetitive, I think he 
should work on other fields of inter 
est, Manab Barua seems to have been 
influenced by folklore and 
myths. stkash Bhattacharya’ 
“Another day” is Snteresting, the sky, 
the barb wire fencing, bomb craters 
cannot take the Beauty of a 
sunny day as a tiny roddler goes out 
for a walk A look of 
despair in Amitabha Banerjec’s birds 
reflects the influence of the U.S. pro- 
paganda journal Span. Jogen Chau- 
dhtris’ squashed quilt and flying 
pillow with “Bhalobasa” written on 


canvas. 
u prize is 


commercialism 


creation 


away 


hawnting 


Our sole agent in Bangladesh 
CHALANTIKA BAIGHAR 
14, Banglabazar 

Dacca-! 


i¢ 


it seems silly, Shymal Dutta Ray 
and Anilbaran Saha have shown how 
simpleminded both of ‘them are. 
Dilip Dasgupta has a feel for lush 
veretation. Salil ‘Bhattacharya, ‘has 
a draughtman’s fist but no new ideas, 
Aloke Bhattacharya's ‘Portrait of the 
Captive’ has boldness of though, but 
spoils the effect, 
Sankar Guha shows a creative insight 
but seems a bit out of breath. Ma- 
dhavi Parekh and Gita Bhattacharya 
sive the viewer some relief with a 
breath of freshness: Veena Bhar- 
gav's “Victim’ has sustained power 
the influence of Paritosh Sen is 
too obvious. 

In the sculpture sedation Phul 
Chand Pyne amides with the sim 
plicity of his terracotta owl. Madhav 
Bhattacharya fails 0 leonvince, In 
the graphic section Sanat Kar is (oo 


overzedlousness 


bry 


pretty 10 be convincing. Bani Mitra’s 
coloured etching and Manohar have 
shown therm sense a! composit:on 
and sincerity, 

One feels. thar a more careful selec- 
tion would have altered the exhibi- 
tion by giving # a characler. ‘The 
show reflects ‘the strength and the 
weakness of Calcutta artists—then 
aesthetic makes 
how +o foreign influence and forces 
imitate artistic fashions of 


lack of vasion them 
them to 


the day. 


Baneriee’s graphics 

Readers ate aware of my aversion 
to any artist the WSIS 
auditorium, so from now om } won’ 
Waste precious space on the subject 
Dipak Banerjee, a young artist, ex- 
hibited his graphics ar the auditor 
um January 14-17. 

Graphics 36 a difficult medium as 
artists find i¢ hard to resist the tem- 
tation of depending on aqcidents. 
Banerjee has given a good account 
of himself on this score. He has 
been able to import cetliatm subtle 
feelings, certain delicate rythms 
thay speak for his competence. But 
he is prone no take disastrous risks 
also, The freshness mm his approach 
makes us predice thar he willl be 
able to show still better results i 
future 


showing af 


Letter 


Our Painters — 


[ would like to requess 
critic, Mr Sand5p Sarkar, i 
contemporary art (Or wh ‘ths 
thinks worth criticising, myths 
terms of Marxist-Leninist ie 
with an attempt 10 asses Gy 
relevance, and draw paral 
progressive artists. the worm 
Mr Sarkar is too lenieny 1 
spade a spade, and even ee 
obvious marks of decadtitee 
contemporary artists leave Hint 
perturbed. Ts it not hme TR 
lashed away at the ingen 
tures around us known at “paint 
who are absolutely callous to iy 
and aspirations of the ,odingaa 
caring for nothing buy paint) 
and canvas, still avidly lookitm 
ward to the condescending jim 
What | 
our artiste done powards usher 
What haa 


f 


of the rich spectator? 


a new social order? 
painters done .o enlighten thé 
about class contradivtions? Any 
politically conscious? Or whi 
the problems thar bese; 

the questions do 
their relevance when one Jom 
our artists who form an instml 
parc of our culture and yet 
same time aré completely Gail 
from the progressive culltiral 
If Literature, the cinema gag 
can come within he 
MarxisttLeninis: west 
not the fine arty? L. 
Viemnam, Cuba, pre-Khrushelal 
Russia, look ap Latin Anite 
let alone China, where ary 2 
eoes with a precise social fil 


suppose 


wheatre 
view of 


why 


viet 


under the guidance of che Gi 


nist Party, 


KALLon 


For Frentier contact 
APOLLO BOOK HOUSE 
K. B. Road, 

Jorhat-2, 

Assam. 
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At UCOBANK 


your Fixed Deposit 
can now earn more than 
9% effective interest: 


£ 
XK 


% Vos 


By linking es 
Fixed Deposit L) 
with Recurring Deposit 


For further details 
contact your nearest 
UCOBANK Branch. 
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ducatio 


Education is no luxury. It is 

a dire necessity, whether it is for 
your son or your daughter. 

But, higher education these 
days—be it medicine, engineering, 
technology—is becoming so 
expensive that unless you start 
planning right now, it could be too 
late. In the competitive world 
around, higher education is the 
only way to succeed. You can plan 
this through Life Insurance. 

If you have not done so yet, now is 
the time. It is never too late to 

be prudent! 


There is no substitute 
for Life Insurance 
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